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Fresh Solutions for  
Changing the Face of Hunger

331,500 people are impacted by the Food Bank of Eastern 

Michigan annually and that number continues to grow. 

The need is great, and this community rose to the challenge.  You created a 

transformative gift for our community with the realization of the Hunger Solution 

Center.  More than a building, the Hunger Solution Center is a living testament to 

our community’s commitment to “Changing the Face of Hunger” — one that will 

bring our community closer to the cause of hunger alleviation.

Take a few moments with this booklet to learn more about how the Hunger 

Solution Center will enhance our community’s ability to make an even greater 

impact on hunger.  A heartfelt thank you goes out to all the people and 

organizations that made it possible.

You’ve faced the issue of hunger head on, allowing us as a community to 

address the challenge of hunger for good.

A Community Comes Together Around
      Fresh Solutions for Hunger

1

“It seems to me that every person,  

                        always, is in a kind of informal  

        partnership with his community.”  

                                                — Charles Stewart Mott, 1875–1973



New Programs to Help the Hungry
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Neighbors in Need
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The Food Bank of 

Eastern Michigan 

annually impacts 

over 331,500 people, 

including 71,942 

children and 40,376 

senior citizens and 

distributes over 

25 million pounds 

of groceries, a 

53% increase in 

food over the past 

decade. 
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Proper nutrition, including fresh fruits and vegetables is essential to the health and well being of the 
people we serve.  Exciting new opportunities exist with the support of local grocery chains, farmers and 

a superb volunteer workforce.  However, the Food Bank had outgrown its original facility and couldn’t accept 
this desperately needed product to help the hungry.  The community raised funds to not just renovate a 
building, but to address hunger and provide help to children, working families, and seniors in the following 
manner:

Double Capacity:  An additional 62,000 square feet of warehouse capacity, with appropriate truck loading 
dock and parking space, doubled the Food Bank’s size.  

Increase Produce from 4 to 12 Million Pounds:  The primary purpose for the new space focuses directly 
on fresh produce the Food Bank wasn’t able to accept in bulk.  Partnerships with Michigan farmers allow the 
Food Bank to bring product in by the truckload to be packaged into family sized bags by volunteers.  

Triple the Volunteer Work Areas:  In 2014, 6,784 people volunteered over 60,312 hours in the Food Bank’s 
warehouse.  The Hunger Solution Center has brought dedicated space for several types of volunteer sorting 
activities, including packaging produce and sorting grocery items for distribution.    

Innovative New Programs:  The facility is now equipped to prepare meals for children’s feeding programs, 
a nutrition education area, community room, space for retail store pick-up and eventually a teacher resource 
center for snacks and school supplies for classrooms needing help. 

The effort of the community in making the Hunger Solution Center a Reality is highlighted through these 
innovations and dedicated use of space to enhance the Food Bank’s mission.  Working together, we are able 
truly able to “Change the Face of Hunger.”

In today’s society, it seems inconceivable that people would lack something as basic as food.  
We live in a country abundant in resources making it possible to gather excess food and give 

it to hungry families.  The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan annually impacts over 331,500 people, 
including 71,942 children and 40,376 senior citizens and distributes over 25 million pounds of 
groceries, a 53% increase in food over the past decade.  The Food Bank is “The Source” of food 
for 400 partner agencies in 22 counties and this network provides food to neighbors in need and 
“Changes the Face of Hunger,” one face at a time.

There’s no shortage of stories about neighbors facing difficult times as the economy continues to 
affect their ability to provide for their families.  We hear about children coming to school hungry; of 
seniors struggling with fixed budgets; of working poor families making tough decisions between 
feeding their families, paying for utilities or paying to keep their home.  

The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan has worked diligently for more than 34 years to make a 
difference in the lives of those who are hungry.  The new Hunger Solution Center will now handle 
the volume of food we can procure from food manufacturers, grocers, retail partners and fresh 
produce from Michigan farms.  The new volunteer area and warehouse is now large enough to 
accommodate all the possibilities and a FRESH SOLUTION is underway.  
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An amazing 225,982 children in eastern Michigan qualify and participate in free or reduced-
priced meals at school.  These kids are also affected by hunger when school is out and worry 

about not having enough food.  The new production kitchen is already helping with 3,000 prepared 
meals a day that are distributed to ten school sites for children in the Head Start program.  

Research supports that children thrive and learn better with they are full and not worried about 
where their next meal might come from.  The production kitchen plays a vital role in fulfilling not 
only meal requirements but by cooking up healthier meals and proper nutrition enhanced by 
fresh produce.  Future expansion in production will move many after-school and summer feeding 
programs to these nutritional meals instead of shelf-stable product that is high in sodium and 
preservatives.  

Fresh From the Production Kitchen
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agency Nutrition education 

Bringing the community together to engage in learning opportunities, the Agency Nutrition 
Education Room will host programming essential to improving the nutritional offerings 

that partner agencies help provide to at-risk families.  This area will also focus on cooking with 
fresh options that will help partner agencies and enhance their important work.  Teaching 
people how to prepare and cook fresh produce into healthy meals for their families will benefit 
adults and children whose interest is sparked by food samples and tastings prepared from fresh 
items.  The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan believes this work is vital in its mission to not simply 
provide food, but to have people connect with the value of fresh product.  

Transporting fresh produce through mobile deliveries provides this essential product right to 
neighborhoods that currently go without.  In order to spread the education out to 22 counties of 
Michigan, the Food Bank will also provide Harvest of the Month recipes, taste tests and mobile 
cooking demonstrations right at sites to impact hundreds of families at a time.  The impact of 
these programs will change how families prepare and eat food together, how having access to a 
variety of fresh produce they may have never tasted or tried to prepare before.

The ability to 

implement new 

solutions towards 

ending hunger and 

improving the quality 

of meals being 

prepared by the most 

vulnerable populations 

is key, not only to the 

new Agency Nutrition 

Education Room, but 

to the core work of the 

Food Bank overall. 



With increased growth in the Retail Store Pick-Up Program and produce 
opportunities with Farm to Food Bank, Michigan Agricultural Surplus Supply 

and Invest an Acre, the new warehouse, cooler and freezer can now accommodate bulk 
produce and increased loads of nutritious options for volunteers to sort and repackage.  
The Food Bank can now receive more varieties and volume of product to process, 
and redistribute through its partner agencies.  The Hunger Solution Center increases 
efficiency and the ability to turn volatile product quickly to benefit families, children and 
seniors who need it.

growing operations

76

Volunteer engagement

With three times the space, the new volunteer room has a fully equipped work area offering 
additional conveyor sorting lines, in-floor scales, a three compartment sink and shrink wrap 

machine – all ergonomically placed and modified to make the work easier and more efficient for 
those giving their time to help.   With nearly 7,000 individuals volunteering each year at the Food 
Bank, space is key to sorting reclamation product, store pick-up items and now produce. 

One of the primary purposes of the Hunger Solution Center can now be realized with space for sorting 
and repacking bulk produce into family size units for distribution to partner agencies.  Expanding 
healthy food opportunities with fresh produce and high protein items from the retail stores can now 
continue to grow through the volunteer time dedicated in this new space and work area.

With nearly 

7,000 individuals 

volunteering each 

year at the Food 

Bank, space is key to 

sorting reclamation 

product, store pick-

up items and now 

produce. 
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Council of leaders
The Campaign for the Hunger Solution Centera Community that Cares

More than a building, the Hunger Solution Center will bring the community closer to the cause 
through engagement.  The appeal of the Food Bank network is broad as it reaches out to men, 

women, children and seniors of all backgrounds, race and beliefs who are affected by hunger.  The 
community has recognized the Food Bank as a good steward of their contributions, appreciating the 
leveraging ability of the organization.  Together, we will increase the amount of nutritious fresh food 
available through innovative programs.
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Claude High, Chairman of the Board,  
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan, 
Founder Action Management Company

 John Matonich, Chairman Council of Leaders, 
President and CEO, 
Rowe Professional Services Company

 William E. Kerr, President and CEO,  
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan

 
BuIlDINg CommITTee                                                                                            
Shannon White, Architect and Owner,  

FUNchitecture, LLC
Roy Brody, District K Manager,  

Kroger Company of Michigan                                
Gary Drago, Owner, Drago’s Corvette                                              
Mike Wright, UAW Rep/Davison Fire Chief                                                                    
 
CorPorATe/ BusINess CommITTee
Steve Landaal, President,  

Landaal Packaging Systems
Terry Lange, Retired, Citizens Bank                                     
Melany Gavulic, President and CEO,  

Hurley Medical Center
Ed Mitchell, Retired, Flint Journal                                        
 
FouNDATIoN CommITTee
Chris Flores, VP Business Development,  

Sacred Heart Rehabilitation Center
Bill Burns, General Manager, 

Old Town Soup Kitchen, Saginaw
Tim Herman, President and CEO,  

Flint & Genesee Chamber of Commerce
 
INDIVIDuAl gIFTs CommITTee
Norwood Jewell, UAW Vice President
James Scrimger, Plant Manager,  

GM Flint North American Tooling
Dr. Laura Carravallah, MD,  

Internal Medicine/Pediatrics

Dr. Nita Kulkarni, MD, OBGYN
Dr. Paul Lafia, Cardiologist,  

Regional Cardiology Assoc, PLC
Phil Shaltz, President and CEO, Shaltz Automation

goVerNmeNT CommITTee                                                       
John Cherry, Dodak Johnson Lobbyist                                                           
State Representative Charles Brunner, 96th District                                    
Jimmy King, Retired, Consumers Power                                                                        
State Senator John Moolenaar, 36th District                                   
State Attorney General Bill Schuette                                   
 
FAITh/ serVICe BAseD CommITTee
Dr. Julianne Princinsky 

Retired President, Baker College, Flint    
Rick Carter, Executive Director,  

Flint Area Congregations Together (FACT)                            
Jeanne Clark, Retired,  

Genesee County MSU Extension
Rabbi Karen Companez, Temple Beth El, Flint
Pastor Ira Edwards, Damascus Holy Life  

Baptist Church, Flint
Connie Harrison, Retired President,  

Baker College, Port Huron
Reverend Wally Mayton,  

Memorial Presbyterian Church, Midland
Alex Murray, Retired, NALC, AFL-CIO                   
Dr. John Musgrave, Pastor,  

First Presbyterian Church of Flint
Carolyn Nash, Retired Executive Director,  

Genesee District Library
Alice Rieves, Director,  

Mid City Nutrition, Port Huron
Pastor Kelly Richards, Grace Cathedral  

Community Church
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Memorial Presbyterian Church
Dr. Ramesh and Anjali Misra
Joseph Mounger
Alexander and Sylvia Murray
Herbert and Carolyn Nash
National Association of Letter 

Carriers Branch #256
Radiology Sub-Specialty Assoc. 

PC
Tushar and Bhargavi Raiji
James and Gwendolyn Richardson
Rohmann Iron Works, Inc
Scott, Kara, Abbey-Lyn and Rachel 

Ross
St. John & Blessed Sacrament
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
St. Clair County-Michigan Labor 

Council
Dr. Syed Sattar
Jim and Lisa Scrimger
Kearsley National Honor Society
Sodexo, Inc. & Affiliates
The State Bank
Swartz Creek Chamber of 

Commerce 
William and Dianne Thompson
Subita and M. Rao Tummala
Dr. and Mrs. Wayne and Maryellen 

Breece
Karl Wenzloff
Ridgway and Shannon White
Young Supply Company

greeN oNIoN leVel
Dr. and Mrs. Mehmet Agabigum
Ruben and Margaret Arceo
Andrew and Jennifer Bhagat
John and Karen Bodenmiller
Andre L. Brown

Beatrice Caldwell
Evelyn Clarkson
Dort Federal Credit Union
Larry and Joyce Fahrner
Genesee County Bar Association
Grand Blanc United Methodist 

Church
Wen Hemingway
Bill Hill 
Dr. Douglas M. Iddings, Surgical 

Oncologist
Kirkridge Presbyterian Church 

Youth Group
William and Lisa Macom
Mesco – TVS Supply Chain 

Solutions 
Terry and Tamara Nix
Phillip Peters 
Kimberly Pummill
Chandra Puttagunta
Rotary Club of Burton 
Chinmaya Seva Samiti
Kathryn Schmidt
Fred and Cookie Sieradzki
Susanne Siwek
Joe and Mary Spadafore
Carl Sposito
Allen Turcke
Leroy and Marcia Westrick

rADIsh leVel
Odile Aagesen
Ed and Lois Abbott
Richard and Pegge Adams
Judith Alexander
Anonymous
Sana Haq and Imrad Baig
Terry and Karen Baker
Marian Bakan

Lawrence Barnes
William Bernard
Harold and Ruth Blumenstein
Kurt Boehner
Robert and Sharon Brandt
Pamela and Kimberly Breunling
Brindles Janitorial Service
Dr. Brenda Bryant
Paul and Mary Bryson
Lois Buben
Darrell Buning
Randy and Linda Butler
Mark Cady
Nancy Carney
Center for Computer Resources, 

LLC
Child and Adult Medicine of 

Grand Blanc
Minoo Chinoy
Duane and Karen Church
Russ and Jeanne Clark
Rabbi Karen Companez, Good 

Works Fund
Rabbi Karen Companez and 

Howard Steinberger
Douglas and Margaret Congdon
Joan Cribbins
Judi Curin
CWA Local 4008
Damascus Holy Life B.C
Anthony and Eileen Damiano
Dorothy Gae Davis
Walter and Agnes Dayringer
Roby and Ramona Deese
Denecia Deese
Christopher and Pamela  

Deiment-Flores
William and Sandra Dill
Leo and Genevieve Dorr

Campaign Contributors
The Campaign for the Hunger Solution Center

PumPKIN leVel
C.S. Mott Foundation

sWeeT CorN leVel
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 

Foundation

CANTAlouPe leVel 
The Carls Foundation
Barb and Bruce Mackey
State of Michigan 
 
APPle leVel
Baker College
Consumers Energy
Diplomat Pharmacy, Inc.
HealthPlus of Michigan
Hurley Foundation 
Robert and Virginia Landaal
UAW Region 1D
Walmart Stores, Inc.
 
orANge leVel
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Community Foundation of Greater Flint
FirstMerit Bank
Dr. Paul and Theresa Lafia
McLaren
Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley 

Foundation
UAW-GM CHR
UAW-Chrysler National Training 

Center

TomATo leVel
WJRT-TV ABC12
Client Financial Services and Michael 

Meythaler
DCC Construction
Genesys Health System

H2A Architects Inc.
Joe Serra-The Serra Foundation

CuCumBer leVel
Blue Care Network of Michigan
Cooper Commercial
Dee Cramer, Inc.
GM Tool & Die Engineering Services
The Grainger Foundation 
Hubbard Supply Company
Lewis & Knopf, CPAs, PC
LJ Rolls Ref. Co.
Dr. Bobby Mukkamala, Dr. Nita 

Kulkarni, Dr. Apparao Mukkamala 
and Dr. Sumathi Mukkamala

PNC Foundation
Thomas and Julianne Princinsky
Rotary Club of Flint
Sorensen Gross Construction 

Services
Thomas and DeAnn Townsend

PoTATo leVel
Alro Steel
Aramark Global Business
Bay Area Community Foundation
Bishop International Airport
Brady’s Business Systems
John and Sally Goggins Family 

Foundation
The Hurand Family
JPMorgan Chase
William and Jennifer Kerr
Metcalf Electric 
Piper Realty Co.
Rowe Professional Services Co., Inc.
Shaltz Automation
Van Gilder Family Foundation
Yeo & Yeo

CArroT leVel
Anita Abrol
Nasir Ali M.D., FACP
Alliance One Fire Protection
Anne Family Foundation
The Arif Foundation
B & D Contracting 
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
Dr. Cathy Blight
Bronner & Family Charitable 

Foundation
Stephen and Loren Burton
Dr. and Mrs. A. George Dass
Dr. Gail Dawson and Dr. James Kure
Drs. Kiran and Laxmi Devisetty
Adam and Kelsie Dunton
ELGA Credit Union
Daniel and Ramona Filipovich
First Presbyterian Church
Michael and Nancy Frawley
General Motors-Davison Rd.  

Plant  #77
Genesee Valley Rotary Club
Brent Green
Bob and Glenda Hartley
Claude and Renee High
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Damon Huffman
Paul and Carole Johnson
John and Tracy Johnston
Peggy and Dana Jury
Jitendra P. Katneni
Dr. Michael Kia
Dr. Samasandra Kiran
Jayashree Kommareddi
Dr. W.B. Lawton
John and Stephanie Matonich
Kathleen McGee and Dr. Keely 

Mounger
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Refuge Temple c/o Herbert and 
Carolyn Nash

Howard Reitz
Brian and Michelle Rice
Carol Richardson
Donald Robertson
Jerry and Linda Ross
RS Field Group
Raymond and Paula Rudoni
Doris Rytlewski
Charles and Ellen Safley
St. Mark the Evangelist
St. Francis Xavier Outreach
Beatrice Samson
Doug and Jan Schneck
Byron and Roberta Schoolfield
Earl and Georgann Schuster
Scott Family Trust
Julius Shaw

Thomas and Kimberley Shade
Joe Smith
Sarah Smith
Mary Smith
Leonard Smorch
Jacqueline Southwell
Timothy Sova
Genevieve Spolarich
Richard and Mary Sposito
Edward Stapish
Samuel Stewart
Edward and Sharron Sturgeon
Swartz Funeral Home, Inc.
Mohammed Syed
Ricky and Bethany Takacs
Morgan Taylor
Peter and Cheryl Thoms
Richard Throop
Colleen Titus

Thaddeus Tomczyk
Memory of Nova Tremblay
Florence Trevorrow
Larry and Susan Turnage
Bruce Van Vlack
Rick and Fran VanHaaften  

Ryan Visser   
Michael and Debra Wagner 
Charles L. Wade   
John and Judith Weisenberger 
Mildred Wint
Micah Widder
Leslie Wilson
Jeffrey and Tracy Williams
Resa Williams   
Law Office of Mark D. Willmarth
Ronald and Janet Witucki
Alice Yelen

Lee Dougherty
Wanda Dowdall
Elizabeth Morris Downie
Dolores Dresbach
Terry and Deborah Duncan
R. Duncan
George and Pamela Dunlap
Dye Elementary School
Susan Edwards
Mark Erickson
Kenneth and Nancy Fawcett
Daniel D. Filipovich
Flushing Presbyterian Church
Chris, Sally, Estrella and Christopher 

Fox
Joseph Galvin, Jr.
Angela Garner
James and Regina Gaskin
Lawrence Goldberg
Goyette Mechanical Co.
Hank Graff Chevrolet, Inc.
Beverly Graner
Benjamin Grimes
Harold and Linda Gross
Matthew Guerrieri
Sally Gurniak
John Haas
Todd and Lumpeny Hall
Martin Harris
John and Lela Harvey
Rodney and Vickie Hawkins
Willa Hawkins
Louise Herron
Keith and Sarah Hierman
Ronald Higgerson
Timothy and Barbara Holcomb
Brian Hoye
Industry Scope LLC
Shirley Israel

George and Barbara Izydorek
Milton and Phyllis Jacot
Kathy Jagielo
George C. Jamison
Bradley and Christine James
Mr. and Mrs Vemblaserry Jaybalan
Tracey Johnson
Tony Johnson
Erma J. Jones
Theresa Karayanis
Michael and Betty Kehoe
Alec and Sharlene Kennedy
William and Mary Kerscher
Dennis Kilburn
Jim and Jessie King
Kiwanis Club of Blue Water Area
Knights of Columbus Marysville 

Council 9526
James and Doris Knoblock
Jill Koehler
John and Kathleen Kolton
Sylvia M. Kosciolek
Linda Krill
Mary Kuehn
Patrick and Sharon Lamb
Phyllis Larson
John Lawrence, Jr.
Douglas and Andrea Leitch
Raymond Lenze
Linden Middle School Staff
Robert and Sally Loesel
James and Peggy Long
Robert and Ruby Martin
William and Paula Mahler
John Maniak
Vincent, Tina and Alexis Martinez
Matthew and Suzanne Marx
In honor of Kathie Maurer
Wallace and Lindsay Mayton

Phillip and Sally May
Gregory and Jean McArthur
Jacalyn McDonald
Matthew and Lori McKay
Frederick and Marianne McKelvy
Mark and Kathleen McKillen
Ed and Val Mitchell
Robert and Angela Molnar
Edwin and Mary Ellen Moon
Howard Morton
Kathy Morrison
Mt. Hermon Baptist Church
Matthew and Bonnie Mrasek
John and Edda Musgrave
Timothy Neboyskey
Jack and Carrie Nettleton
Paul Nice
Gregory Nordberg
Bernard Noveloso
Carol Noye
Operation Transformation
Daniel and Ann Orr
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish
Joseph and Linda Palazeti
Mike Parker
Steve and Kathleen Payton
Allison Peter
The Phipps Family
Arlene Pierce
Carl Pierce
W. Archibald and Susan Piper
Steven and Martha Poulos
Port Huron Kiwanis Foundation
Kurt Pratel
Presbyterian Women Kirk of the 

Lakes (USA)
Eltrude Rasmussen
Charles Rachor
Kathy Rajala
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The Campaign for the Hunger Solution Center

Campaign Contributors

Hunger Solution Center
sTAFF
William E. Kerr, President and CEO
Kara-Lyn Ross, Vice President
Sarah Hierman, Director of Programs
Kathy McGee, Major Gifts Manager
  
grAND oPeNINg CommITTee
Sheri Ananich 
Kim Landaal
Kathy McGee 
Dr. Julianne Princinsky 
Shannon White

murAl CollABorATIVe ArTIsTs
Sheryl A. Ananich, Designer / Painter
Virginia L. Stevens, Mosaic Artist
Amy L. Sutkowi, Mosaic Artist


